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BULLETIN from 


Virginia Kirkus’ Bookshop Service 3 38 Bank Street 


Vol. XV July 1, 1947 
| APT i | 0 
PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 


No Must Books in the lot. A few names will pull- and their followers wont be let 
down, but there's no guarantee of big sales. Ann Petry's COUNTRY PLACE (Houghton) 

is straight melodrama; Myron Brinig lends a popular flavor to HOUR OF NIGHTFALL 
(Rinehart): Archie Binns' YOU ROLLING RIVER (Scribner) ts a competent job. Two others 
are good enough to override the hurdle of war and post-war problems:- Hans Habe's 
AFTERMATH (Viking) - and - my favorite of the lot, Meyer Levin's MY FATHER'S HOUSE 


(also Viking). Reports in pages following. 
July 15 


Grazebrook, O. F. Macmillan 
NICANOR OF ATHENS $3.00 


This is no pedantic recreation of a classical period, but an intimate, lively, 
diary-like fictionization of Athenian life of the age of Alcibiades and Cleon. Nicanor, 
well-born, personifies period and place, and the portrait achieves a moderation that is 
plausible. His interests, his family, his military occupations (war between Athens and 
Sparta sets a background), his social-economic commitments, give a personal sense of a ' 
living panorama of history, plus a reflection of the political, cultural, emotional temper 
of daily life. Readers who enjoyed Graves’ J, Claudius will like it. Their number is not 
large- but they are worth cultivating. 


July 18 


Wees, Frances Shelley Macrae~Smith 
SOMEONE CALLED MAGGIE LANE $2.00 


The emotional pitch is high for the mystery of Maggie Lane, night club chanteuse, 
who marries rich George Carver when he is drunk, and refuses to be bought off at any price. 
The Carver family suffer at this “impossible" marriage, while Maggie continues her own way 
until Mrs. Carver's attempt at suicide convinces her that the rich are not invulnerable, 
that her revenge on that class is empty satisfaction. But Anthony Carver, eldest son, 
realizes Maggie's real worth, overlooks her past, and takes his brother's place as 
Maggie's husband....The concealed motivation here lends a certain drama to what is other- 
wise keyed to lightgrade-lowgrade- rentals. 


August 1 


Arthur, Phyllis Samuel Gurl 
MARRIAGE IS FOR TWO $2.00 


Secretary into wife story along lines of rental routine- of Chris Allison, new 
secretary to Jason Stoddard, whose marriage to extravagant, self-indulgent Connie folds 
up when she leaves him for another man. Chris- who has handled problems for the whole 
family as secretary- marries him, and finds plenty of new problems for herself, in the 
arrogant interference of his sister, the continued dependence of Connie, but bit by bit 
they are taken care of...Not too profound, but the handling is facile, the substance and 
point of view clean. 
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August 20 


Scott, Virgil Morrow (Swallow) 
THE DEAD TREE GIVES NO SHELTER $2.75 


Self-portrait of a heel, this, in its cold criminal conduct, its lust without 
love, its tough, tense narrative stands up well against (but does not necessarily de- 
rivate from) James Cain. Mike Brandon, son of an Bast Cleveland school teacher, has an 
early start on girls, liquor, shoplifting, at 18 leaves town with the police behind him. 
Working his way to Columbus, he is taken up by Max Pappas, bootlegger, whose patronage 
does not include his mistress, Doris, whom Mike decides he must have. After a week in 
bed with Doris, Mike faces a vindictive Max, the organized efforts of his gunmen to kill 
him, and escaping once, Mike returns to murder Max- to help convict Doris of the crime... 
Effective entertainment. 

} 
Lofts, Norah A] 2d | 7 Doubleday 
SILVER NUTMEG $3.00 


Knopf has previously published Norah Lofts- and this is her first novel on 
Doubleday's list. Again- as in some of her earlier work- she has chosen a remote period, 
and this time a remote setting- the Dutch Hast Indies, in the mid 17th century. There 
Hollanders grew rich on legal- and illegal- traffic in nutmegs, to which they owned a 
monopoly, jealously guarded. There, supreme in the grandeur that contradicted his lowly 
birth, lived a nutmeg prince, who, through his sea-faring half-brother achieved a “glove 
marriage” with the daughter of the great man of his boyhood village. But rheumatic fever 
had wrecked her beauty, and in distaste, Evert turns her over to a native witch doctor 
with whom he has had mysterious dealings. Her beauty restored, Evert finds he is too 
late, and rages against his unknown rival (who is actually Christy Ayrton, English refu- 
gee, with whom he had secret dealings - and whom Annabet and Shal Ahmi had rescued and 
hidden). Shal Ahmi held his power through sly forms of blackmail - the rebellion of 
the natives his secret aim. The marriage foundered - Annabet, unwittingly, betrayed 
her husband's interests, and her love lost his life. At the end, in destroying Shal 
Ahmi she restores her own self respect- and joins her lover in death. Lots of color 
and drama and romance - but the pace slows down and the final impression is of a solidly 
written, over-caparisoned yarn. 


August 25 ~ 
Levin, Meyer Viking 
MY FATHER'S HOUSE $2.50 
* Put this alongside of Koestler's Thieves in the Night - not, perhaps so pro- 


found a book, intellectually, but a book with an emotional appeal greater than the 
Koestler book, and, like the Koestler book, giving the reader a sense of what life is 
like in modern Palestine. Here we have, Jews and Arabs finding mutual understanding 
possible. Here we see new cities and old- and institutions set up to meet the problems 
of Europe's vast tragic horde of Displaced Persons, victims of concentration camps. The 
story chiefly concerns the bitter search of young David, victim of concentration camp, 
for his father. When the family was herded with other Jews into the square in Cracow to 
be shipped to the furnaces, David ran away into the forests and lived a life as a hunted 
creature until he was captured. Then - with “peace"- again escape, this time from Europe 
with other illegals to Palestine, sure there he would find his family. Memory had dimmed- 
he was not certain of details- but he ran away from the well-meaning people who wanted to 
help- tracking down illusive clues to various people of his name. When - beaten by dis- 
appointment- he learns that his whole family is dead, he escapes into a psychic infancy. 
Ultimately, there's a turn to hope for a future, a new life at last accepted. An absorb- 


ing and unusual book. 











i 
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bate. August 277 


Longmans, Green 


Laverty, Maura 
LIFFEY LANE $2.50 

An unaffected, sometimes sentimental picture of a child of the Dublin slums, 
Chrissie, and a day in her life. Her mother, insensitive to the girl’s ambition to stay 
in school, her brother, whose love of gambling blinds him to his responsibilities to his 
family, both have some measure of Chrissie’s love, but her adoration is for Kevin, the 
unwanted little boy. It is for him she steals, and is overwhelmed by her sense of guilt, 
during the deliveries of her papers, but both theft and guilt are dissolved as she visits 
with her customers, and in return for her small innocence, early maturity, maternal foous, 
she has her rewards from her friends. There are the stories of the customers slong Liffey 
Lane - their lives make a background for Chrissie’s problems, anxieties and past history. 
A picture of slum life that is revealing in its evidence of the vitality of the Catholic 
church, and the message of faith, and that has some quiet charm. 


September 3 


Carney, Aubrey Toulmin Harper 
NO CERTAIN ANSWER $2.75 


Captain Evan Starr, at a New Mexico air training base, has to learn many things, 
restyle his thinking, before he can admit he loves young, disastrous Conners, daughter of 
the C.0. Starr, tied to the dream of a lost love, hoping but despairing of being sent 
overseas, concentrates on the local immediate problems,- romances of the young officers, 
arrival of the doctor’s new wife, the shaky marriage of yet another couple, several 
deaths of young pilots. But nothing helps him clarify his feeling for Conners. He gets 
@ lead from one of the young officers- “from the time we're born we're hooked together, 
tied to this one an’ that one. There aint no such thing as breaking free”. Once the 
pattern takes hold, Starr is brought to his senses by his acceptance of the fact, and of 
his part in all the others’ lives. Pointed up pictorially, this explores a kind of pet- 
rified forest existence, and has sometimes a poignant, romantic effect, but loses that 
effect by too intense an effort to impress. A novel of human relationships for an 


adult market. 


September 8 


Landheer, Bart Querido 
THE PAWN $2.75 


A novel written in English by a Hollander, this is a dialectic, often fiction- 
@lly dull novel reconstructed around the incident of the Reichstag fire. Its failure 
lies perhaps in its inability to blend physical action and intellectual argument, fact- 
and ultimately- fantasy. It is partly concerned with Jan, a Dutch Communist of twenty, 
politically naive, personally immature, who decides to go to Germany to give some author- 
ity to his beliefs by committing an act of heroism. There he is an easy mark for two 
older men, and is used as a@ tool in setting the fire and promptly captured and imprisoned. 
It involves also Jimmy Verschoor, son of the man for whom Jan once worked as gardener, 
who comes to Germany to try and rescue Jan, but gives up in face of the hopslessness of 
his mission. Jan, tried and sentenced, in a state of shock and unreason, re32lizes during 
a short span of sanity before his death that his deed may have served some purpose..... 


Slight appeal for American audiences. 
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a Petry, Ann | Houghton, Mifflin 
: s COUNTRY PLACE $2.75 





While this is holding reading, it lacks the character and the credibility of 
its predecessor, fhe Street. Where that had the intensity, the authenticity of racial 
sentiment, this second novel veers into melodrama, sustained by a violence of atmosphere, 
of emotion, in a story of white people in a small New England town. Johnny Roane comes 


» back from the wars after four years to find that his wife hates him to touch her, to 

S suspect she has another man on her mind,- Ed, who has made all the women in town. It 

S, is also the story of Glory's mother, an older, cheaper version of Glory, who had married 
By Mearns Gramby for money but failed to collect it as old Mrs. Gramby lives on. The two 

; marriages come to a climax against the destruction of a hurricane. Johnny finds Glory 


in Ed’s cabin and leaves her. Glory's mother, trying to kill old Mrs. Gramby, fails... 
Fuelled with a certain fury,this carries a certain compulsion if less conviction. 


—— 


a 


bv © 
Rosenfeld, Paul- éd.- | Houghton, Mifflin 
THE SHERWOOD ANDERSON READER $5.00 
39 Sherwood Andersen's place in the American literary scene is strengthened by. 


the publication of this “Reader”, which brings home forcibly the scope of his work and 
contribution. The material, consisting of some seventy five pieces, grouped under such 
classifications as Regional, Lyrical, Pastoral, Fantasy and Symbolism, Editorial and so 
on follows to some extent a chronological order, thus indicating the development in his 
writing power, as well as the variety in his style. A naturalist “with a skirl of music"- 
with ea gift for improvisation, humor, occasional use of shock techniques, his pieces re- 

6 enforce one's feeling of his power. Some of the material is new - found among his papers 
after his death. Some has a feel of autobiography. But a gift for story telling, for 
quick characterization, for conveying a sense of mid-America - these are the character- 
istics that live. Virtually all of these are short pieces, or long short stories. For 
his novels, students of contemporary American literature will have to go to his major 
works....A book that will be valuable for study courses. 


| Brinig, Myron Rinehart 
| HOUR OF NIGHTFALL $2.75 


With a practised, popular touch, and a certain glamourized emotionalism, this 
patterns the story of a mother, a daughter, and a boy who was to love both. When he was 
five, Dane Lowrey lost his heart to fifteen year old Helen Hemple, and his devotion was 
never to lessen, as Helen's exceptional beauty gives her speciel immunity. She marries 

George Albertson,has two children, Paul and Sally, whose adolescent love for Dane suffer- 
ed considerably from jealousy of her mother and her mother's beauty which she knows she 
cannot rival. During the war, George has an affair and Helen, from pique, tries to re- 
ensnare the still admiring Dane. Paul's death brings George beck to Helen, and Dane- 

° now in love with Sally- marries her. Ample, assured, this will appeal to women, for 
some sales and more rentals. 


September 12 


Coleman, Lonnie Dutton 
TIME MOVING WEST $3.00 
@ A first novel, with a basis in actual war experience, this cross sections 4 


troop transport, from a landing at Oran to the return to New York. With little illusion 
and considerable perception, the accent is on portraiture, from gold braid to lower deck. 
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There's Wes Mason, assistant gunnery officer, who cannot tolerate the false forms of 
naval procedure; Howard, whose battle nerves lead to continual despondency and suicide; 
second in command, Grant, who bullies the men and mutinies against the captain; Phillips, 
the captain, who does not want the authority he should assume when the Commodore is taken 
off the ship at Oran; of Backer, the Negro, and Erlich, the German, who are never to for- 
get their antecedents; and so on. - A quiet, but telling overall of a ship and her men, 
this is effective- but probably not sufficiently so to overcome public apathy to books 
about the war. (Public Libraries may find it strong meat.) 


September-?— 0 / 


Du Bois, William Farrar, Straus 
— THE ISLAND IN THE SQUARE / $3.00 


A first novel, by a newspaperman, that breathes of the pressroom and theater, 
that handles its humans through the blue prints of their personal worlds, their limita- 
tions and hidden dreams. In death, as in life, Steve Clay is the catalytic agent in the 
lives of Larry Dodd, Red Reading and Phil Loring, whom he had brought together, and it 
is Larry Dodd, writing Steve's obituary, who reviews the patterns of their lives. From 
his dedication to playwriting through the various phases of his growing pains, at Colum- 
bia, his affair with an ambitious young actress, the rejection of his first play, and 
the chance Steve offers him on the Record, Larry learns the miracle of print, is for- 
ever committed. A mature, wise novel of small, human grooves. 


Binns, Archie Scribner 
YOU ROLLING RIVER 9/2r $3.00 


A story of the Northwest, a generation ago, when rigid disciplinarians as 
parents were not so frowned upon. But this is a story of a father who went too far, 
out of his very concern that his sons be given opportunity to make something of thenm- 
selves; and of how he lost them - and how they found themselves in their violence of 
protest. A self-made man, whose very forward step depended on rigid soontrol and deter- 
mination, John Fortune, and his echo of a wife, Dahlia, felt that in Astoria, they had 
achieved what they’d worked for. But John and Thomas felt differently, and built up 
considerable reputation as young limbs of Satan, while their sister, Marjorie, suffered 
agonies for them, and finally ultimate collapse. There are a half dozen stories here 
which never quite jell into an integrated whole. Chiefly, it is the Fortunes’ story; 
but subplots involve a young grain farmer who is shanghaiied and sent to sea, the girl 
who tries to save him- and eventually marries him; her brother, an ardent aspirant to 
the legal profession, and his abortive love affair; and woven through, the pulsing feel 
of the opening and expanding life along the Columbia River. Archie Binns is a sounder 
creator of period and region than he is a story teller. 


Cleary, Jon Q Scribner 
YOU CAN'T SEE AROUND CORNERS 4/ * $2.75 


Hard- and sorry~- realism, in the story of Frankie MoCoy, perpetuel incorrigble, 
with a smarty cynicism and assurance. He plays the races- runs around with the girls - 
and really loves Margie. But when he finds he doesn't like the army and decides to beat 
the system and come back to Margie, she will have none of him. Hiding out, betting on 
the races egain, Frankie’s luck turns, he goes badly into debt, has a cheap affair with 
@ pickup which ends in an angry rape and her murder. Again he tries to see Margie, only 
to find that she has turned him in, and in a last attempt to escape, he is killed...A 
rather able but unsavory portrait of a heel - against the setting of Australia. While 
there's merit in the writing, one questions the market. 
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_ Séptember > 

Gilkyson, Walter | ie Scribner 
TOWARD WHAT BRIGHT LAND $3.00 


Period decor and mood for a story of Timothy Rood growing up in a Philadelphia 
that still clung to the old mores. Timothy was nine, and inherited the earth as it was 
bounded by his first love, horses, by Chester County, Philadelphia society, the beauty 
of his untouchable mother, the prestige of his Grandfather Camberton's wealth, the dig- 
nity and security of his staunch Quaker Grandfather Rood. Then he finds that life isn't 
all dancing school and bothersome little girls, or the boys he knows in the chosen 
circles. It isn't all dependable romance; he has a bad case of calf love- only to find 
that the girl is using him as a foil. Then dancing school progresses to the Assemblies 
(Philadelphians with a sense of humor will enjoy this particularly). He discovers some 
unpalatable truths:- his lovely mother is little better than a society whore;his father is 
@ weakling motivated by social and monetary ambition; his grandfather Camberton is e@ 
grandiose tyrant and a cheat; and romance is a rocky road. Chivalry nearly wrecks his 
future. So he is shipped off on the conventional Grand Tour of the early century, and 
returns to find that romance opens a new door as death closes an old one. As 4 novel, 
it is long spun and slow paced; as a period piece, within memory range of those beyond 
middle age, it has a quiet sort of charm. But I can't see it reaching a very extensive 
market, outside the locale, where it will sell. 


Ricks, Peirson Scribner 
THE HUNTER'S HORN 4j7* $2-75 
3,60 
A fox hunting story which offers little of interest for those to whom dogs, 
horses, loyal dark servants, and hunting experiences are not enough. Still feeling the 
effects of the Civil War, this Southern family tries to keep up its former standards, 
while the farm is steadily losing money. Outstanding characters in the family are an 
adolescent boy, whose affair with a tenant farmer's daughter furnishes the love interest} 
his puritanical father, who superintends the work on the farm; and his card-pleying,fox- 
hunting uncle who owns the farm. A voodoo woman weaves in and out, seemingly having a 
hand in most of the happenings. As is life on the farm, the book is slow-moving, not 
really good, not really bad. 


Habe, Hans Viking 
AFTERMATH lo/| & $3.00 


Originally scheduled for June, this was reported April 15th, as follows:~- "A 
capably handled story of Germany after defeat, which shows a Gormany still alien to the 
well-meaning, if not always well-administered, attempts of the democracies to convert 
her to democracy. It is done through the story of two men:- Peter Olden, born in Ger- 
many, becomes an anti-Nazi at 23, goes to America end marries superficial, social 
Patricia who was busier with her benevolences than with him; he returns to Germany with 
the OSS. After the peace, he meets again Maria, whom he has once loved, and whom he 
now realizes he should have married. He jeopardizes his military career for her, and 
eventually secures a divorce to return to Germany where he will continue to work for 
the concepts of America. Secondarily, it is the story of Major Stroud, a man of fifty 
odd, and the Polish girl who becomes his mistress, bears his child, but does not sep- 
arate him from America or his family....An able, but perhaps not outstanding, piece of 
work, which combines political issues with romantic interests. It lacks the terrific 
impact of his earlier work- 4 Thousand Shall Fall- but it should have considerable sale 
as a human interest story of today, sufficient to override the hesitancy of the public 
to read about problems arising from the war. 
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September 7 


Zabel, Morton Dauwen- /d.- Viking 
THE PORTABLE CONRAD $2.00 


Another in the dependable “portable library" series, but one which- for a 
Conrad fan~ will prove disappointing in its omissions, that may however serve to lead 
@ good many who are not familiar with Conrad to further reading. An excellent intro- 
duction places Conrad in that strategic moment in English writing when what he had to 
bring to it helped to revive and give new life to a flagging stream. Conrad's own 
story is intimately interwoven with his work, and the editor shows the influence of 
successive crises, the torments of his temperament, as his work dramatizes the hostil- 
ity of forces in his own being, the shifts from a life of danger to the confinement 
of melancholy inaction. This volume will hold attraction for students of his crafts- 
manship. The collection includes some of his shorter pieces, a few of his best known 
works,- Youth, Typhoon, The Nigger of the Narcissus, specifically. 


A Late Arrival-—-Practically Published 





Henning, William E. Scribner 
THE HELLER $2.75 


The metamorphosis of a bobby soxer into a young matron, in the story of Anne 
Karlan, rowdy and unscrupulous, emotional and impulsive, selfish and unthinking, whose 
escapades land her out of High School and in disgrace at home. She dates more boys, 
acts wilder when her best beau has to marry the girl he had raped, makes a play for one 
of her mother's roomers. She takes jobs and leaves in a temper- or boredom. She 
elopes with Leonard, who plans to improve her- but gives up in face of her indiffer- 
ence. But it takes the death of the girl who had married her old beau- and her baby- 
to bring Anne to the realization that life is not all yelling and helling. And she 
begins to think the current High School crop are pretty silly...This avoids cheapness 
by its serious interest in a phase of adolescence, but for all its detailing of a 
youngster's contemporary background and growing up, the girl herself arouses little 
more than clinical interest. (7/7) 


MYSTERIES AND WESTERNS: THE SLATE ON EIGHT 


July 8 


Short, Luke Houghton, Mifflin 
STATION WEST $2.00 


Fistically satisfying, and a near-Haycox job, the adventures of Army briefed 
Haven, who must play a solitary hand in finding stolen Army uniforms, and settling the 
mystery of stolen bullion. Beating the town's bully boy, and cooperating with local 
plotters, Haven checks his criminals, gets his girl. Hardfisted. 








August 18 


Elston, Allan Vaughan Macrae-Smith 
HIT THE SADDLE $2.00 


The making of a man out of a waster and a weakling when Craig Harlan, who 
hates the west his father loved, only inherits some land. How Craig helps some stranded 
migrants, catohes an outlaw singlehanded, helps to apprehend a criminal band as well as 
his own personal enemy, and wins the love of a good woman proves he's an hombre and not 
& heel. If not lusty, at least lively enough for most tastes. 
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August 29 









Padgett, Lewis Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
* THE DAY HE DIES $2.50 









































Suspense which is superior (possibly spurious) in the terrorization of Caroline, 
who slept behind locked doors and on barbiturates, who found plagiarized inserts in her 
manuscripts, who was watched- invisibly, followed, and drawn into several murders. Of 
the man she had married, and the two men who loved her, of spiritism, narcotics, easy 
money, 8ll providing a study in evil for more extravagant tastes. Holding, in any case. 





September 4 


Bailey, H. C. Doubleday 
HONOUR AMONG THIEVES $2.00 


The pious, canting Joshua Clunk, making quite a mountain from the small molehill 
of a young boy's conviction in a robbery. From his interest in an unusual member of the 
trial audience, to the connecting of two runaway girls with the case, Clunk builds up 
enough theory and fact to convince Scotland Yard, and comes through with the apprehension 
of a counterfeiting ring whose activities included murder. (Crime Club selection.) 


Wells, Susan Doubleday 
THE WITCHES POND $2.00 


Atmospheric, apprehensive values for the story of Echo Ware's intrusion in the 
affairs of Eric Conway, his disappearance, the seemingly posthumous publication of a book 
based on his childhood overcast by murder, his broken marriage, and the two murders which 
followed. Echo, a good sounding board for all involved, clears the way romantically as 

eS well as criminally... Sympathetically sustained, if without credibility. 


September 11 


Daly, Elizabeth Rinehart 
NIGHT WALK $2.00 


Gamadge, the expert on old books and manuscripts, bolsters his reputation as 
criminologist when he tracks down the killer who continues the terrorization of a small 
Pennsylvania town which has been apprehensive of an unknown prowler. Gamadge is unable_ 
to prevent a second killing, but through his specialized knowledge is able to bait the 
killer into confession. Par as previously. 


September 12 


Cunningham, A.B. Dutton 
DEATH OF A BULLIONAIRE $2.50 


A mystery-western combine in which Bullionaire Clancey Devoe, who made his 
millions in cattle, is killed and starts the Texas sleuth Jess Roden on his pursuit of 
the guilty party among Devoe's many enemies, his young and beautiful wife, his two grown 


sons. Mildly interesting. 


Oursler, Will Simon & Schuster 
DEPARTURE DELAYED $2.00 
A 
@ ® Some reminiscent angles for a suspense story of one man against odds as Roy 


Marshall, after messing up his show in China, comes out of Halloran hospital with a 

blank on the last few months, an alias of John Wilson, a wife he didn't remember marry- 
ing, and a murder charge. With additional evidence incriminating him further and dimin- 
ishing, his belief in himself, with blind spots obscuring the faces- and facts- he should 
remember, his mind eventually clears to identify the man he should have killed in China... 
Smooth dealing, if sometimes from the bottom of the deck. 
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BANTAM BOOKS (Each $.25) for August 


Bishop, Curtis - QUICK DRAW Seabrook, William B. - ASYLUM 

Greig, Maysie - ROMANCE FOR SALE Skinner & Kimbrough - OUR HEARTS WERE YOUNG 

Padgett, Lewis - MURDER IN BRASS AND GAY 
Wallis, Ruth Sawtell - BLOOD FROM A STONE 


DELL BOOKS (Bach $.25) for August 


Halliday, Brett - MURDER IS MY BUSINESS Roden, H. W. - TOO BUSY TO DIE 
Peattie, Louise R.- AMERICAN ACRES Traynor, Blair - SHE ATE HER CAKE 


THE GARDEN CLTY PUBLISHING COMPANY for August 4 
Blue Ribbon Books (Each $1.00) 


Adams & Packard - HOW TO PICK A MATE Neuschutz, Louise M.-HOW TO HELP YOUR HEARING 
Steincrohn, Peter J., M.D. - HEART DISEASE IS CURABLE 


Garden City De Luxe 


Van Paassen, Pierre-EARTH COULD BE FAIR-$1.49 Wells, Carolyn - BOOK OF HUMOROUS VERSE-$2.49 
ANIMALS OF THE WORLD - $3.95 


Halcyon House 


COMPLETE SHORT STORIES OF GUY DE MAUPASSANT- Hugo, Victor - LES MISERABLES - $1.49 
$1.98 Schaaf, William- ALGEBRA FOR HOME STUDY-$1.49 


Henkin, Leo J. - GOOD ENGLISH FOR EVERYDAY Seabury, David - HOW TO WORRY SUCCESSFULLY - 
USE (Original) - $1.98 $1.49 


Star Dollar Series (Each $1.00) 


Clark, Thomas Curtis- fd. - THE GOLDEN BOOK Olds, Barbara Moses- fd. - FAVORITE POEMS 
OF RELIGIOUS VERSE OF FAITH AND COMFORT 


Sun Dial 
DONALD HENDERSON CLARKE THREESOME (Impatient Virgin, Confidential, Millie's Daughter) $1.49 
Costain, Thomas B.-FOR MY GREAT FOLLY-$1.49 . Pakington, Humphrey - ASTON KINGS - $1.00 
Jennings, John - SALEM FRIGATE - $1.49 Wodehouse, P, G. - JOY IN THE MORNING - $1.00 
Triangle Books (Each $.49) 
Gardner, E. S. - THE CASE OF THE SUBSTITUTE O'Farrell, William - REPEAT PERFORMANCE 


FACE (Movie Edition) 
Haycox, Ernest - DEEP WEST Ruck, Berta - SURPRISE ENGAGEMENT 


GROSSET & DUNLAP for July 
Books of Distinction (Each $1.00) 


Kimbrough, Emily - HOW DEAR TO MY HEART Stover, E. N. - E&d.= SON-OF-A-GUN STEW 
Tarkington, Booth - THE GENTLEMAN FROM INDIANA 
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Popular Copyrights (Hach $1.00) 


Mysteries 
6 Coxe, George Harmon - WOMAN AT BAY Gardner, Erle Stanley - THE CASH OF THE 
Daly, Elizabeth - ANY SHAPE OR FORM BACKWARD MULE 
Romances 
Loring, Emilie - GAY COURAGE Stratton-Porter, Gene - HER FATHER'S DAUGHTER 
Westerns 


Fox, Norman A. - THORSON OF THUNDER GULCH Hayoox, Ernest - LONG STORM 


Reference Books 


Pearson, Haydn - HOW TO RUN A ONE-MAN Eds. Popular Science ~ BOATS ANYONE CAN 
POULTRY FARM - $1.49 BUILD - $2.98 
Eds. Popular Sctence — EVERYBODY'S ENCYCLOPEDIA OF POPULAR SCIENCE - $2.49 
9 Specials (Kach $1.49) 
Bennett, Arnold = THE OLD WIVES’ TALE Silvers, Earl Reed - HOW TO WRITE SHORT STORIES 
James, Marquis - THE CHEROKEE STRIP THAT EDITORS BUY 


Wakeman, Frederic - THE HUCKSTERS 
Wellman, Paul - JUBAL TROOP 


= PENGUIN BOOKS (Kach $.a5) for August 
Bemelmans, Ludwig - HOTEL SPLENDIDE Lipsky, Blezar - THE KISS OF DEATH (Movie) 


. POCKETBOOKS (Kach $.25) for August 


Carr, John Dickson ~- CASTLE SKULL Norris, Kathleen - PASSION FLOWER 
Greig, Maysie - DOCTOR'S WIFE Rice, Craig - THE LUCKY STIFF 
Iles, Francis - MALICE AFORETHOUGHT Smith, Thorne - TURNABOUT 


THE WORLD PUBLISHING COMPANY for August 


Forum Books (Each $1.00) 


Goodis, David-DARK PASSAGE (Movie Edition) Milne, A. A. - CHLOE MARR 
Maxwell, William - THE FOLDED LEAF Saroyan, William - ADVENTURES OF WESLEY JACKSON 


Living Library (Each $1.00) 
Voltaire - CANDIDE ~ Illustrated by Samuel Adler 


Odd Price 


Caldwell, Taylor '- THE ARM AND THE DARKNESS White, Wilbur W. - WHITE'S POLITICAL DICTIONARY 


$1.49 $3.50 (Original) 
. Krutch, Joseph Wood - SAMUEL JOHNSON Wright ,Wendell W.- THE RAINBOW DICTIONARY 
€ $1.49 $3.00 (Original) Illus. Joseph Low 


Tower Books (Kach $.49) 





Buck, Pearl S. - THE FIRST WIFE Raine, W. McL. - JUSTICE DEFERRED 
McManus, George- /¢. — FUN FOR ALL Winslow, Thyra Samster - CHORUS GIRL 
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MUST BOOKS 
July 17 
White, W.L. Harcourt, Brace 
REPORT ON THE GERMANS $3.00 


Bill White is a superb reporter. He has a gift for getting people to talk 
freely, and he makes their story his own. His Report on the Germans ig less controversial 
than its predecessor, Report on the Russians, though the same anti-Soviet slant is evident 
throughout, wherever the Russian occupation factor enters the picture. But in the main it 
is largely a reporting job- and as such informative, colorful, full of human interest, pro- 
vocative,and implicitly critical of the occupation procedure. A final chapter sums up his 
opinions. He feels we still have a chance to do something about the Germans - though little 
about the Russians. He feels that the Morgenthau policy would repeat the mistakes of the 
1920's. He summarizes as our mistakes the failure to secure a pledge from Moscow on terri- 
torial claims in providing Lend-Lease; the insistence on unconditional surrender; the fail- 
ure to go into the Balkans even at cost of lives and time; the breakdown of the army. But 
the body of the text deals with comparative views of Berlin before we entered the war- and 
after we entered as conquerors; with the Jews - and their survival; with what he could as- 
certain of how the Germans are thinking today; with fraternization- policy and breakdown; 
with the survival of the Hitler virus; with peace policies, yesterday, today, tomorrow. 

His style is frankly colloquial, frequently glib, but always readable. Again it is the 
native Kansan viewing a shattered world. And it will sell. ? 


Watch out for these 
Co-selection with Bruces Marshall's VESPERS IN VIENNA (Houghton- originally titled 
The Red Danube - P.: 293 for report)- ts Trevor-Roper's THE LAST DAYS OF HITLER. : 


Watch it - though our enthusiasm is tempered. The publishers have. high hopes for 
Robert Capa's SLIGHTLY OUT OF FOCUS (Holt). See below for reports. 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 











July 24 
Heseltine, Marjorie & Houghton Mifflin 
Dow, Ula M. THE BASIC COOK BOOK $3.00 
af Look at this as a new cook-book; but recognize the fact that it is an enlarged 


and revised edition of Good Cooking Made Easy and Economical (1933), and includes a new 
section on freezing methods and frozen foods, and recognition of pressure cooking as 4 
method, and inclusion of improved equipment, changes in marketing conditions and new foods. 
It is exactly what the title indicates- e basic cook book, and an excellent choice for 
brides and beginners. Nothing is taken for granted. Terms- where possible- are not only 
defined but illustrated, sometimes by diagrams (unfortunately not always placed to best 
advantage), sometimes by process photographs. Charts give succinctly information on 
grades of canned goods; time table charts are in front end papers and ways to test foods 
for “doneness" in back end papers. There are charts too on measurements. And the recipes? 
Inclusion is very general; coverage adequate. There's nothing particularly stimulating to 
the imagination of the cook of long standing looking for new ideas. But for anyone who 
needs a first cook book, this is tops. 282 pages of text. A large photographic supple- 
ment. Excellent cross index. ' 
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August 12 
































Trevor- Roper, H.R. Macmillan 
@ THE LAST DAYS OF HITLER $2.75 


The book club choice of this for distribution will give it an impetus that it 
would not otherwise have had. Those interested in what went on behind the scenes in the 
months of German collapse will read it for its controversial slant on resistance and its 
contradiction of the movement within the army, which culminated in the abortive ettempt 
on Hitler's life. Thelife condensation - in the Spring- stimulated the curiosity of 
some readers who asked for more. Consider all of these factors in deciding how to stock 
it.... In the book, an English historian maps the decline of a despot, against the back- 
ground of character, personalities and events of Hitler's tenure of power. He contradicts 
the findings in They Almost Killed Hitler edited by Gaevernitz (Macmillan-see report P.88), - 
in denying the “resistance® movement in the Army ranks. He emphasizes the struggle be- 
tween Hess, Goering, Goebbels, Himmler, the influence of Hitler's physicians, the corrup- 
tion of absolute power. The last days ars chronicled minute-by-minute, time-clocking all 
final events of Hitler's and Eva Braun's lives (documented by primary source material, 
interviews, and so on), he weighs the last ounce of supposition against available facts. 
In contrast to the history-gossip material, this also surveys the change in government 
from 1941 on, the ensuing collapse of Nazism, limms the character of Nazi politics and 
Hitler's power, and produces a telling brief against totalitarianism. This should satisfy 
any existing curiosity, and give the lie to rumor, in its authentic detail. 


le 


August 18 
Johnson, Dr. Wingate M. Whittlesey 
THE YEARS AFTER FIFTY $2.00 — 
es The title is more enticing than the text. There is nothing of the inspirational 


quality of Walter Pitkin’s Best Years (1946) or Ralph Barton Perry's entertaining and pro- 
vocative Plea for an Age Movement (1942) - or even the classio Adventures in Contentment 
by David Grayson. This is a dry as dust survey of the accented changes, physicel-and men~ 
tal, of the bugaboos (under which he includes cancer, loss of sexual vigor, economic in- 
security and death), and the ills that age is heir to. There's plenty of commonsense 
advice on taking high blood pressure as a warning, not a disease, on dietary fads and 
fancies. He urges “better care and better driving of the living machine, provided by our 
growing understanding”. Dullish. 


Weldon, T.D. | Whittlesey 
STATES AND MORALS $3.00 


Pedagogical without being pedantic, this is a concise, clearly written study of 
political philosophy, scholarly in content, yet sontaining a lively enough background 
material to give the novice some measure of a well-rounded conception. Statement and 
discussion of theories concerning the state as advanced by Aristotle, Rousseau and Hegel, 
advocating the organic state; Hobbes, Marx and Locke for the empirical state, provide the 

“ basis for detailed pro and con discussion of their present day application, with special 
emphasis on Great Britain and the United States. He weighs the moral beliefs involved, 
and offers conjectures as to whether the conclusins reached indicate the inevitability 

of war. He offers the evidence- but expresses little by way of personal conviction or 
conclusion, thus making his book a basic text for those intellectually interested in 
government. Specialized, limited market. 
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August 20 isa 








Morrow 


MEN AGAINST FIRE $2.75 - 
The Problem of Battle Command in Future War. 


Marshall, &.L.A. 






A criticism of the present methods of infantry training is the author's chal- 
lenge to the inadequacies of orientation courses, of present preparation (as evidenced by 
the recent war) for conditions on the field of combat, both physical and psychological. 
Textbooks are written by seniors lacking in recent battle experience. Neither junior offi- 
cers nor men are prepared to anticipate combat isolation,the ratio of fire,variations from 
field manoeuvers, gaps in communications and information (he pleads for closer coopere- 
tion up and down the line, from interchange of personel comment, conversation, and pass- 
ing along of available information as to goals, whereabouts, etc.). He questions the 
plasticity of mind on the part of staff officers; he urges the necessity of seniors 
cushioning the shock of combat for junior officers, of junior officers learning coopera- 
tion with non-coms, of the value of initiative at all levels. Morale is the thinking of 
the army. And the infantry- the ground forces- the battlefield will continue to provide 
the support and the follow through, regardless of air force and new atomic weapons. 


August-2£1 os 



















Doubleday 
OR FORFEIT FREEDOM $2.50 





Johnson, Robert Wood 










Although he is critical of some of the mistakes business has made, this is still 
& brief for business, from a business man’s point of view, and advice in order that it may 
not forfeit the freedom of private enterprise. The position today- that there cannot be 
full employment without full production; wages - and the underpaid; the obligations of 
business to the community as well as the individual; various techniques to soften the labor 
situation (fostering a sense of dignity in employment, developing craftsmanship, industrial 
training beyond the particular job; incentive wages and profit sharing; and so on.) A 

book to comfort the conservative- and at present apprehensive- management class in the 

face of labor conflict and government interference. Beyond this group, however, the 



















market seems doubtful. fic ew Renwica Jo OL ied 
Sparkes, Boyden : Doubleday 
HOME FREEZING @ STORAGE OF FOOD 4 pea $2,60— 
Zero Storage in Your Home 4 N Zoe —_ 


This is practically a new book, for the author has replaced his own 1942 model 
with a 1947 model- and his enthusiasm is agein at fever pitch. He sees home freezing and 
home storage as the secret of running a home farm economically, at small cost in trouble 
or cash. He discusses the locker plants - the cooperatives- and their contribution to 
community life. His information is based, to some extent, on personal interviews with 
verious owners of freezers, including farm clubs, and the advocates of house-to-house 
delivery services. He urges serious consideration of the use of freezers in city homes. 
The material on the history of freezing, is- I suppose- the same as in the original book. 
Consider this as a handbook for guidance (a) home unit; (b) use of lockers; (c) operation 
and care of equipment; (d) preparation of foods for home freezing. Lots of contagious 
enthusiasm throughout. 


August 26 
Ge Kraines, S.H. & Thetford, E.S. Macmillan 
MANAGING YOUR MIND $2.75 


Originally published as a textbook- a small edition- this has been a “sleeper"- 
and from an initial 3,000 printing in 1943, has now sold 30,000 copies. Now reissued in 















oo. 
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new format, larger text page, overall size improved, new jacket- and a new advertising 
campaign. Sell the book as you would another On Being A Real Person- that’s your market. 
The authors’ plea is that we avail ourselves of the power of mind,- in its relation to 
health and happiness, desires and fears, control of the nervous system, emotional think- 
ing, habits and attitudes, tensions, phobias, sex and marriage, and so on. (No, it is 
not a book on Christian Science).. The aim is to acquire a realistic philosophy of life, 
stability, maturity, self reliance. It is done in matter-of-fact, sound and scientific 
terms. No claptrap. Good reading, too. 


e a 
ae 
-hugust-B8— /-“ 
f 


Graves, Charles Rinehart 
ATLANTIC QUEENS AT WAR $2.00 


eel 


The annals of the British passenger ships during the war, and the records of 
transporting men, equipment, and eluding the enemy, competently presented. The Cunard- 
White Star fleet, their races to reach their objectives with despatch and safety, the 
men who manned them, the men who sailed on them, - here is the story of gallant ships, 
which gives a very British slant to maritime activities in a special field. Among men 
of the American navy there'll be some raised eyebrows and some guffaws- as the intima- 
tion is that Britain ruled the waves. For the civilians who have a sentimental interest 
in the liners, there may be some interest. In the main, limited. 


Early September 


de la Torre, Lillian Appleton-Century 
VILLAINY DETECTED $3.00 


An epicure in enigma, who has spent a lifetime of reading, research and now 
writing on 18th century crime in England, here presents a collection of famous criminals 
and cases which caught the imagination of the times or of later interpreters. Among 
those present are such classicists as Andrew Lang, William Roughead, Daniel Defoe, 
Raymond Postgate, Sir Walter Scott, Edmund Pearson. And you will contend with the dis- 
appearance of William Harrison who returned after others had been executed for his mur- 
der; with Swift Nicks, King Charles’ favorite highwayman; with the pirate Richardson; 
with the thief Jack Shepperd whom no jail could hold; with poisoner Mary Blandy and the 
ghost of Sgt. Davies; and- in two versions- the perennially perplexing Bet Canning. 
(Lillian de la Torre wrote a book on this topic- Elizabeth is Missing - Knopf). oc. 
Criminal curiosities and causes celebres, in an anthology for those who have liked the 
works of other scholar-addicts. 


September 2 


Forbes, Esther- text by Houghton, Mifflin 
THE BOSTON BOOK $5.00 


Here's a more pretentious book than De Wolfe Howe's Boston Landmarks (Hastings 
House- last February- See P. 96) - ahd the two supplement each other on many counts. The 
photographs in The Boston Book are by Arthur Griffin (and photographers will find the 
section on how they were taken, the table of exposures etc. of considerable value). 
Beautiful photographs- personally, I liked the black and whites better than the colored 
ones, but the colored ones enhance the merchandise values. Esther Forbes’ text is more 
directly historieal than DeWolfe Howe's - and in brief compass she takes her reader to 
the heart of Boston's past, and informs and delights him. There isn’t quite the intan- 
gible magic of the other book, but where this book will convert the outsider to Boston's 
fascination, and inform him, the already converted will find the Howe book more capti- 


vating. 
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Sbarbero, John A. ; Macmillan 
MARRIAGE IS ON TRIAL $2.00 


In view of the fact that one out of five marriages now end in divorce, with 
the rate increasing, a county judge of Illinois comsiders here the components of suc-~ 
cessful marriage, the irritants which stimulate divorce. Knowing yourself and your 
mate is the most effective insurance. He presents the case against premarital sex; 
he discusses children, budgets, religion. He weighs the obvious points of danger- 
infidelity, drinking, gambling, the working wife, in-laws, ete. Conservative, pre- 
cautionary counsel in simple terms. A difficult market to gauge. Draw to attention 


of marriage counsellors. 


Hurst, Marion Prentics-Hall 
THE 1 - 2 - 3 OF HOMBMAKING $3.50 


This covers more facets of homemaking than does the excellent America's House- 
keeping Book but adds some not included in that estimable volume:- basic operations in 
food preparation- though no recipes, care of the sick, physical care, training and dis-~ 
Cipline of young children and the responsibility of parents. The emphasis is placed 
on efficient organization, on management of cleaning schedules, scare of furniture, 
laundry methods, menu planning and marketing. Some of the detail seems superfluous 
(but you never can tell about the complete novice). Table setting, service, care and 
repair of clothing, household emergencies, etc. ~- covered with, in most cases, ade- 
quate detail. Index-illustrated instructions- time chart for meats- chart of spises- 
list of further books for each section. 


September 3 


Armstrong, James W. Harper 
PUBLIC SPEAKING FOR EVERYONE $3.00 


Two mottoes might be culled from these pages:=- “Strive to get on common ground 
with your audience” and “True art in speech making squares with character”. The chapter 
headings indicate the scope (Find Your Audience, Find Your Message, Organize Your Speech, 
Develop your Points Effectively, Make a Good Beginning, Close Your Speech Effectively, 
Handle Yourself Well on the Platform). Excellent handbook, with sound advice, practical 
examples, enough emphasis, repetition and stress to drive home the points. Occasionally 
overwritten and lush, but thoroughly dependable. 


September 5 


Axelrad, Jacob TAT RICK HENRY: Random House 
THE VOICE OF FREEDOM $3.75 


A pedestrian, impersonal biography of Patrick Henry, orator, statesman, pat- 
riot, politician, and thwarted military hero - and of the times in which he lived. The 
author uses copious quotations from Henry’s letters and speeches, but in large part de- 
pends on secondary sources, and fails to inform his portrait with the vitality and 
passion of the man. He covers the long span of Henry's life competently enough:- the 
failures of his youth, the decision to become a lawyer, early recognition in the House 
of Burgesses, his part in inciting the spirit of °76, his role in the Continental Con- 
gress, in the Revolutionary War, in the defense of Virginia and the South, in the 
creation of the new republic. Here too are the great men of his times. Well-documented. 
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September 8 





































Capa, Robert Holt 
& SLIGHTLY OUT OF FOCUS $3.50 


The blithe, often brash, photo correspondent career of Robert Capa, who was an 
outstanding war photographer - and who now makes the most of it in print. Hungarian born, 
Capa got an overseas assignment from Collier's in the same mail with his notification to 
turn in his cameras as an enemy alien. Hot-footing it to high authorities, he alcoholi- 
cally expedited his visa to England, there joined up with Quentin Reynolds who acted as 
special pleader, en route did his famous pictures of the Battle of the Atlantic. This is 
the story of his action pictures in Africa, through the Sicilian campaign, with the In- 
vasion (this time for Life) and on into Germany. On the side it is a close-up of corres- 
pondent concomitants, whiskey and poker, his love affair with Pinky, an English girl, 
who eventually got tired of waiting for a boy who just wouldn't settle down... The pub- 
lishers have hopes of this as a Bill Mauldin successor; in that light it is infinitely 
more concerned with personal, rather than the war's conduct - is certainly lighter toned 

a and self-centered. With 100 photographs, it will make a very handsome book, as his work 
is superb. (Originally scheduled for May and reported on P. 186) 


September 9 I] 13 


Hume, Harold H. Macmillan 
AZALBAS $3.75 


The material is handled in a somewhat different way from, for example, the book 
on begonias (Begonias for American Homes and Gardens = Krauss- also Macmillan) in that the 
listings are included in the text, as an integral part, and the space is deyoted primarily 
to the facts the gardener interested in azaleas needs to know rather than the horticultur- 

& ist or the botanist. The greatly increased interest in azaleas makes this a timely con- 
tribution to the gardening book shelf. Not only are species discussed, but there are sec- 
tions on propagation, on soils and preparation, on planting, culture, care, feeding and 
pruning; on azaleas as house plants; on disease, and pests. Illustrated with color plates 


d and half tones. 

r 

h, McCue, Lillian Bueno & Macmillan 
Truax, Carol THE 60 MINUTE CHEF /0/> $2.49 

lL 

y ° This is a delectable book, full of mouth watering recipes, the kind of cookbook 


that one would say- offhand- couldn’t be done. For here, holding firmly within the pre- 
scribed limits of sixty minutes from start to table, are the kinds of dishes that most 
skilled cooks would consider a 48 hour proposition, or at any rate not dishes to be under- 
taken after business hours for a dinner for guests. Of course, there are a few points 
with which I take issue. She's a bit too dogmatic about coffee, not the result but the 
restrictions. She goes a little too fancy and feminine on salads. But I°ll save argu-~ 
ment until I wangle myself a meal when (or if) I get to Colorado Springs and Their Book- 
Shop. (Yes, she’s a bookseller, is Carol.)... The book is entertaining and highly person- 
al reading. Not wholly easy to use- we'll hope for a perfect index, for there are lots 

* of things I want to try. Imagine Chocolate Rum Pot au Creme - preceded by 4 roast - and 
that by a soup supreme - prepared in an hour. Here's a book for gourmets with a modicum 


of time. 
Savo, Jimny Simon & Schuster 
LITTLE WORLD, HELLO $3.00 
. @ The comedian's account of an Italian idyll, as he and his wife stay at an old 


castle at La Rocca di Poggio, bought for his wife by her father. The Savos make a rather 
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unorthodox entry, and “Cheemy” discovers what it is to be Lord of the castle, confronted 
with ghosts, bats, a vicious goose, a flirt, a thief, a story-teller, and the little town's 
many problems. There is the reconditioning of the castle, the fiestas, the complete win- 
ning of the Poggianos’ faith and loyalty, and the identification with their village life. 
Not important, but a pleasant record of Italian life, told with enough humor and simplicity 
to make it interesting....Should appeal to readers who never heard of Jimmy Savo- but who 


like bits of other ways of life. 








September 11 









Phillips, James Duncan Houghton, Mifflin 
SALEM AND THE INDIES $5.00 











From old records, here is a picture of Salem, Massachusetts, in her era as a 
commercial city, the years following the Revolution, when her ships, and men were known 
around the world. Here are the factors that prompted her growth and development, the 
street by. street and house by house description during changing years, the ocean-borne 
commerce that made her foreign trade notable, the industries at home, and the people who 
contributed to her fame. A mine of facts, and a competent analysis of Salem's importance 
during that period, that does not miss the romance of her years of glory. Town history 
in patient- though occasionally pedestrian- detail. One market might be the tourist 
market, for Salem houses bring many visitors. 























Knight, John Alden Knopf 
RUFFED GROUSE $4.50 


For the sportsman market- in contradistinction to the exhaustive reference book 
Gi. on the subject, The Ruffed Grouse,: by Framk C. Edminster (Macmillan). This belongs to a 

series familiar to this market (Borzoi Books for Sportsmen). The text is chatty, personal, 
anecdotal ~ and almost incidentally informative, discussing the what-when- how of the 
Ruffed Grouse, its predators and natural enemies, the foods, the covers, the population 
cycles. Facts of intelligent management are known- and practised in England, and urged 
by true sportsmen here. A brief section deals with clothing and equipment, guns, dogs, 
hunting methods, etc. The book is illustrated with 17 photographs, 5 paintings by Dr. 
Edgar Burke in full color. The limited edition (210 copies) is printed on rag paper, 
7 x 10 3/8, with 3/4 leather binding, linen sides, gold stamping and gold tops, boxed 
and signed, and with an extra color plate, exclusive for this - $35.00. 


September 7 {~ 


Bernstein, David Farrar, Straus 
THE PHILIPPINE STORY $3.75 


The chief permanent value of this book lies in its survey of the history of the 
American experiment in the Philippines, rather than in its rather controversial presenta- 
tion of contemporary aspects. It is a concise, inclusive analysis of the background, 
failure, achievements and implications of the American experiment in the Philippines, 
from Magellan to the present post-war era. The author sketches in an over-all impression: 
geography, education, religion, anthropology, national characteristics, and so on. From 
there he goes on to consider each major phase of island history, the acquiescent period 
of Spanish rule, the era of revolt with Rizal as its inspiration and later national hero, 
the transition to American rule and the rapid progress in education and social and econ- 
omic justice under successive Governors-General. The final section (scarcely one eighth 
Ai: of the whole) deals with the war years and the new republic, and the author plunges into 
controversial hot water. He condemns Laurel, head of the puppet government, as an oppor- 
tunist; Roxas as a traitor; MacArthur as an arbitrary tyrant. An easy to read manual 
which challenges our policies. : 












oy 
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September 7” 


Heckscher, August Reynal & Hitchcock 
A PATTERN OF POLITICS $3.56 
©) 


A learned, introspective dialectic of political theories as they have been ex- 
pressed in American history and as they have been shaped by the precedents and philoso-~ 
phies of Europe. The author examines the two primary concepts of classical democracy 
and constitutionalism, and in this relation he reviews the economic and political ideas 
of party, factions, property, special interest, general welfare, legislation, adminis- 
tration, and so on. Specifically, he considers New Dealism and the writings of Francis 
Lieber. The purpose of the book is to help the reader find an approach- theoretically 
speaking- to political thinking, and the author's political end is a dynamic but planned 
system, fusing traditional democracy and constitutionalism to promote individual freedom. 
An intelligent, well-stocked political tract on the main ideological currents in American 
political thought. Limited market. 


‘? 
Johnson, Vance J-+F- 16/20 Farrar, Straus 
AEAVEN’S TABLELAND $3.60 


A regional portrait of the dust bowl, which in effective, eloquent prose, 
records its precarious, ultimately tragic history, its promise and failure. Here are 
the Southern Plains, from the time of the betrayal of the Indian, the destruction of the 
buffalc, the cattle trail to Texas, and the big snow of 1866 which broke the back of the 
catsie business. Then the new wave of settlement in the 1880's, the land boom of 1906, 
the first world war and the agricultural boom - and subsequent collapse, with overplanting | 
and overplowixg to compensate for low prices. And from 1932 on dust and more dust from 
@ tired, ruined land. Starvation, migration, and in 1936 the start of the slow haul 
back as the government took action, planted trees and grass on the dunes, brought water. 
In closing, the warning that the lesson of conservation is already forgotten. A doou- 
mentary- deserving in its handling and subject matter a wider audience than it will get. 


Roubiczek, Paul ines Scribner 
MISINTERPRETATION OF MAN /O/D7 \ v $2.75 


Slanted towards the laymen? Well, possibly- though it would have to be a lay- 
man pre-conditioned to specific concerns in philosophical thought, trends in evolution of 
thinking as conditioned by the contributions of the outstanding figures of the 19th cen- 
tury,- specifically Kant, Goethe, Napoleon, Nietzsche, Hegel, Karl Marx, Tolstoy and 
Dosteovsky (and predicated on reasonable familiarity with their writings). The philos- 
ophical systems of the first five were basically philosophies of death, - romanticism, 
heroism, externalism. With Marx social conditions came to the fore. But twists in 
these trends led to the chaos of today; the spiritual faculties were never more urgent~ 
ly needed to supplement science for the world tomorrow. 


Venturi, Lionello Scribner 
MODERN PAINTERS 2/¢% $5.00 


Companion volume to Painting and Painters, by & Professor of Aesthetics at the 
University of Rome, this is a discussion of sight 19th century painters, which combines 
appreciation and criticism, placement and significance, with biographical background and 
an appraisal of individual paintings. The book will have 157 reproductions. The artists 
included are Goya, who broke with tradition in the 18th century; Constable, who went be- 
yond romanticism to naturalism; David, revolutionary in politicos who gave artistio repre- 
sentation to the French Revolution: Ingres, with his bizarre romanticism; Delacroix, 
greatest of the romanticists; Corot, who attenuated the tendencies of the century; Daumier, 
greater as a painter, more famous as a caricaturist; Courbet, whose realism made impress- 
ionism possible. For students and lovers of art. 








July 1, 1947 POETRY 


Two War. Sequences 


Mid August 


Rodman, Selden ) Scribner 
THE AMAZING YEARS 7/72 $2.50 


Coxe, Louis 0. Holt 
THE SEA FARING and Other Poems $2.50 


It is inevitable that we should be flooded by a series of war inspired poems 
of not more than medium value. And that is what we find in Selden Rodman’s Zhe: Amazing 
Years and Louis 0. Coxe’s The: Sea Faring and Other Poems. Rodman is the journalis- 
tic type of poet. Events in the external world provoke definite expression in more or 
less poetic form. And here he has chosen to celebrate many a war event of 1945 - or to 
give voice to reaction inspired by war. He is a definite outspoken liberal, and it is 
rather good in these timid days to know that the beastliness of the Germans is still 
acutely remembered by someone. Rodman, one time editor of the Yale Review, is no less 
articulate about faults he finde in his own country. Technically his verse is not of 
the highest quality, but it is clear, unequivocal, sometimes lyric. A small group of 
liberals who like poetry will be heartened by his expression if not exalted by his 
talent. Limited in market- as is most verse. 


Exactly the reverse of Rodman, Coxe in his Sea. Fartngis moved by what takes 
plece within a man during a war experience. He was evidently engaged in convoy work 
in the Pacific area, and was quite deeply thoughtful about his experiences. His work 
is more strictly poetic in style, more metaphysical than Rodman, more personal and 
private. It rings true, with a New England, Puritan sincerity. It rates definitely 
as finer, more modern poetry, but will probably not command a larger audience. While 
both of these books are well above average, neither strikes. any spark of new directions. 


September 


Two Women Poets 


Nicholl, Louise Townsend Dutton 
LIFE IS THE FLESH $2.50 


Madeleva, Sister M. nw ie Macmillan 
COLLECTED POEMS |‘ $2.75 


In Louise Townsend Nicholl’s Life-ts the Flesh we have a slim volume of slight- 
ly metaphysical verse. Time, space, geometry and the world are her highly sublimated 
interests. The forms are classified and quite deftly compressed. This is more skillful 
poetry as an art than is the volume reviewed below. But the total impression is un- 
fortunately of something affected and contrived - rather than rare and precious, as was 
obviously intended. The book leaves the reading craving a drop of spontaneity to mellow 
the dry whole. The title poem has more vitality than most. Miss Nicholl has a small but 
devoted following in the poetry societies to which this work will mainly be limited. The 
whole edition numbers only 400 copies....cco. 


Collected Poems by Sister M. Madeleva show the work of a mediocre mystic. Ob- 
viously the output of a woman confined in a Catholic convent, they display interest in 
the usual church symbols, in a certain mediaeval set of images and gently confuse earth- 
ly and divine love. There is no passion in them, as in the work of great mystics. They 
ere not skillfully written as poetry, but they have a certain mild and innocuous charn. 
The outlets for this volume would not be among poetry lovers, but among devout Catholics 
and through church stores and organizations. 


M, C. 
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Kinnaird, Clark-~ Fd. Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
IT HAPPENED IN 1946 (Essential Books) $6.00 


This yearbook for 1947 is based on International News Service items and photo- 
graphs and King Features Syndicate material, but the skillful job of editing has welded 
it together into a useful reference book which brings together a motley collection of 
data about the year just passed. Occasional flippancy - the inclusion of such things 
as comic strips lowers the general tone, perhaps, but makes it more entertaining than 
for instance, The World Almanac, for the man in the street. (Publ.) 


Editors of LOOK LOOK AT AMERICA Houghton, Mifflin 
In collaboration with Each $5.00 
Paul Horgan THE SOUTHWEST 

Published 


In collaboration with 


Mary Ellen Chase NEW ENGLAND 


These compare more closely with the WPA Writers’ Project signal achievement 
of the regional guides, rather than with the big panoramic volume which introduced the 
series last year. The intent of the series is to provide the traveler- whether by car 
or armchair- where to go, what he'll find when he gets there- what he will see- and what 
is behind what he sees. There are to be nine volumes, and if they live up to the first 
two regional guides, in quality of text and dramatic effect of photographs, they will 
widen our horizons substantially. ; 


Peterson, Roger Tory Houghton, Mifflin 
A FIELD GUIDE TO THE BIRDS $3.50 


Announcing a new and revised and enlarged edition of this standard guide. The 
System is based on pattern drawings, field marks, comparison between species. Every 
illustration - the publishers assure us- is new. There are 500 pictures in color. I'm 
no ornithologist, but I find the Peterson book the most satisfactory for steady use.(7/1) 


Lengyel, Olga 2 Ziff-Davis © 
FIVE CHIMNEYS $3.00 


This is the grim story of Auschwitz, which with its companion camp, Birkenau, 
comprised slave camp-cum-extermination camp. To the one went the reasonably able bodied, 
to the other the old, the young, the sick, the useless, the “dangerous”. A personal ex- 
perience story which should be read- just as the horror pictures should be seen- by the 
very people who will studiously avoid them. Here- virtually blow by blow- is the picture 
of what it was like to be uprooted from professional life in a mid-European city and 
turned into little better than a beast, scrambling and fighting for scraps of food, beat- 
en, tortured, starved, left in filth and degradation. The text has survived the ordeal 
of double translation (from French and Hungarian) by its essential vitality. 


Merriam, Robert E. Ziff-Davis. 
DARK DECEMBER: Zhe Full Account of the Battle of the Bulge - $3.00 


This has gone into history as the greatest battle of the Western Front of World 
Wer II. Here is the story from the inception of the plan as Hitler was confined after 
the July attack on his life, through to the fall of Antwerp. Here is the story of fight- 
ing, heroism, disaster, defeat, recovery, the break in the German will. The story is 
based on personal experience on the ground, on primary sources, records, interviews- as 
the author, member of the “team” recording the complete history of military operations 
with the 9th Army, preserves this in its entirety. He supports the Eisenhower decision 
against its critics, but is openly critical of some of the weaknesses responsible for 

the near disaster of those dark days, while destroying some myths and assaying the out- 
come, and balancing the contributions made by the leaders. Good reading. 
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PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Doubleday 
Mealend, Richard- LET ME DO THE TALKING- price from $2.50 to $2.75 
Steincrohn, P.J.- WHAT YOU CAN DO FOR HIGH BLOOD PRESSURE- definite 
. price $2.50 


Toynbee, P.- PROTHALAMIUM- Add Sub-title: A Cycle of the Holy Graal 


Dutton 
Sagendorph, Kent- STEVENS THOMSON MASON- from 8/19 to 9/5 


Houghton, Mifflin 
Marshall B.- Title from THE RED DANUBE to VESPERS IN VIENNA. Definite 


date 8/7. Dual Book of the Month Club selection for August. 


Knopf 
Lillard, Richard G.- THE GREAT FOREST- from 8/21 to 9/25 


Little, Brown 
Burt, Eleanor- FAR EASTERN COOKERY- from 8/? to 9/11 


Random House 
(J) Dahl, Borghild- KAREN- from 8/25 to 9/12 
Schulberg, Budd- THE HARDER THEY FALL- from 8/1 to 8/11 


Simon & Schuster 
‘Tyre, Nedra- RED WINE FIRST- from 8/22 to 10/? 


William Sloane 
Phenix, Richard- ON MY WAY HOME- from 6/? to 7/28 
Rhine, J.B.- THE REACH OF THE MIND- from 7/28 to 8/28 


Viking 
Flynn, Edward J.- YOU'RE THE BOSS- definite date 9/5 


Gamow, G.- ONE-TWO-THREE...INFINITY- from 7/7? to 9/12 


Whittlesey 
Eidinoff & Ruchlis- ATOMICS FOR THE MILLIONS- definite date 7/21 
Heimer, Mel- THE BIG DRAG- definite date 8/18 
Hewlett, John- WILD GRAPE- from 8/? to 9/22 
Packer, Peter- WHITE CROCUS- definite date 8/27 








A CALENDAR OF MIDSUMMER NEW BOOKS 


July 18- Davidson, David 
August 1l- MacInnes, Helen 
August 11- Schulberg, Budd 
August 12- Merrick, Elliott 
August 13- Marshall, Bruce 


18- 
25- 
25- 
25- 


Bemelmans, Ludwig 
Levin, Meyer 
Sherman, Richard 
Young, I.8. 


August 
August 
August 
August 


July 10- Shellabarger, Samuel 


July ll- Costain, Thomas B. 
August 7- Weekley, William G. 
August 21- Lofts, Norah 


July 24- Teilhet, Hildegarde 
August 8- Rollins, William 
August ll- Reilly, Helen 
August 20- Shearing, Joseph 
August 29- Padgett, Lewis 


July 17- White, W.L. 
August 12- Trevor-Roper, H.R. 


August 16- Greenup, Ruth & L. 


August 5- Canby, Henry S. 
August 8- Reilly, Michael F. 
August 14- Manners, William 


August 4- Perelman, S.J. 


Ft 


NOe.- 


ot kh O°" 


CONTEMPORARY 


THE STEEPER CLIFF (Random House 

FRIENDS AND LOVERS (Little, Brown) 

THE HARDER THEY FALL (Random House) 

PASSING BY (Macmillan) 

VESPERS IN VIENNA (Houghton, Mifflin) Dual 
Book of the Month Club selection. 

DIRTY EDDIE (Viking) 

MY FATHER’S HOUSE (Viking) 

THE BRIGHT PROMISE (Little, Brown) 

JADIE GREENWAY (Crown) 


PERIOD, HISTORICAL 


PRINCE OF FOXES (Little, Brown) July Literary 
Guild 

THE MONEYMAN (Doubleday) 

THE LEDGER OF LYING DOG (Doubleday) 

SILVER NUTMEG (Doubleday) 


THRILLERS 


THE TERRIFIED SOCIETY (Doubleday) 

THE RING AND THE LAMP (Simon & Schuster) 
THE FARMHOUSE (Random House) 

SO EVIL MY LOVE (Harper) 

THE DAY HE DIED (Duell, Sloan @ Pearce) 


FICTION 
CURRENT AFFAIRS 
REPORT ON THE GERMANS (Harcourt, Brace) 
THE LAST DAYS OF HITLER (Macmillan) Dual 
Book of the Month Club selection. 
REVOLUTION BEFORE BREAKFAST (Univ. of N.C.) 


BIOGRAPHY 


AMBRICAN MEMOIR (Houghton, Mifflin) 
REILLY OF THE WHITE HOUSE (Simon & Schuster) 


FATHER AND THE ANGELS (Dutton) 


MISCELLANEOUS 


ACRES AND PAINS (Reynal & Hitchcock) 
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PICTURE BOOKS 


Robinson, Irene & W. W. Macmillan 
PICTURE BOOK OF ANIMAL BABIES $2.00 


The Robinsons have made their picture books collectors‘ items, and this is no 
exception. But, from the juvenile point of view, the pictures - lovely as they are - 
lack the direct appeal that junior juniors usually prefer. The animals chosen are not 
Quite so stereotyped as the usual animal baby selection, - giraffes and lions and ele- 
phants relieve the farm procession from monotony. And the fact that most of the ani- 
mals are shown in action is a distinct value. The wealmess of the presentation lies in 
the inconsistency of sizing the animals. The colt looks as large as his mother on the 
page opposite. This is true, too, of the baby donkey and the fawn. LTet's not be cap- 
tious, however. It is a beautiful book. Color offset. (8/26) 


PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


Drew, Louise- /llus. Abingdon-Cokesbury 
IN THE MORNING: Jwenty Bible Verses * $1.00 
a The verses have been selected by a group of religious educators and take into 


consideration the four year olds'limited vocabulary, the relative simplicity of concept, 
and the possibility of showing - in pictures - familiar child activities that lend sig- 
nificance to the text. But frankly it is of questionable value to present a small child 
with 4& segment of a sentence and expect emotional response. Possibly the chief value 

lies in starting to build a sense of familiarity at this age level. The text is taken 
from the King James version and the American Standard version of the Revised Bible. Draw- 


ings reproduced in pale green and grey. Boards. (9/10) 


Dutton 


Hogan, Inez 

ABOUT NONO, THE BABY ELEPHANT $1.00 
This launches the new “Read-to-Me" books, designed to answer the small child's 

demand at a lower age level than the titles included under Read Aloud section supply. 

A combination of picture book- slight story content- a bit of music- and a book shaped 

for sharing with the restless small listener....Wholly new type of text for Inez Hogan, 

in a story about a baby elephant who is told "No,no" so often that he thinks it is his 

name. Whether he is playing indoors, and getting into mischief- or outdoors and bother- 

ing other animals, always he is pursued by the incessant refrain "No,No". Children 

like this paralleling of their own experience and will love the pictures which are good 

for some chuckles, and which avoid too much of the personalizing aspects.46 PP.Board.(7/16) 


Schreiber, Georges Viking 
BAMBINO, THE CLOWN $2.00 
ee Plus on pictures- minus on text. A small boy loses his hat and weeps bitterly. 


Bambino, a clown, and a seal manage to charm away his tears with wonderful tricks. The 
showman subjects, a barn theatre and so on have shop-window appeal. 


- 364- 
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Tolstoy, Alexei- kd. Dutton 
RUSSIAN TALES FOR CHILDREN $2.50 


The selection of about fifty Russian folk tales has been made by weighing 
values of various versions, and choosing those which adhere best to the folk language 
of the original, the spontaneous quality that gives them their special character. They 
are short short stories, with lots of conversation (always a good talking point for 
children), and with occasional bits of verse or rhythmic writing. Most of the stories 
have an animal fable slant, with peasants as human interest, and practically none of the 
princess and the castle genre. Illustrated in line by K. Kouznetsov. (7/16) 

Burgess , Thornton W. Little, Brown 

Ill'd.- byH. Cady THE DEAR OLD BRIAR-PATCH $2.00 


A perennially popular story teller in the fourth volume of an easy-to-sell 
series (On the Green Meadows, At the Smiling Pool andThe Crooked Little Path). More 
antics of Peter Rabbit, Farmer Brown and his son, and all the feathered and furred folk 
that Burgess has made famous in drawings and stories. The stories convey a charming in- 
tensity and actual tenderness that surmounts the sense of dated manner and occasional 
moralizing. Peter Rabbit's curiosity gets him into difficulties but results in acquisi- 
tion of all manner of wonderful nature information. Children will like the bright-eyed, 
long-eared view of a meadow and pasture. (6/20) 9- /| 


Seaman, Touise Macnillan 
MR. PECK'S PETS $2.00 


The Gader pictures give a sense of intimate sharing with the adventures and 
misadventures of the Pecks and their multiplicity of pets. Mr. Peck just cannot resist 
an animal in distress, or in need of a home, or appealing to his imagination or his 
sympathy. Mrs. Peck weakly puts up a resistance of sorts, but not enough, and they have 
to take to the country to have room for them. Raccoons eat his corn; guinea-fowl serve 
as watch dogs; the dogs get pretty spoiled and difficult; some of the creatures go vio- 
lently to animal heaven; others survive to take over the household. There's lots of 
scattered entertainment value, but there's looseness of construction, unevenness of in- 
terest, and a resultant lack of holding quality that is disappointing. (9/2) 


FIRST STEPS IN READING 


Baker, Charlotte Coward, McCann 
NELLIE AND THE MAYOR'S HAT $2.00 


This is a sequel toWecessary Nellie and just a wee step older in its appeal, 
but good third grade level, and Read Aloud value for second graders. Nellie, a beguiling 
mutt, adds to the problems of her Mexican-American family by presenting them with pups to 
dispose of. One home after another proves unsuitable, and how they get the mayor to take 
over is really Nellie's story. Amusing pictures. (Publ.) 


! 


Urbahns , Estelle Dutton 
THE LITTLE RED DRAGON $1.75 


Once again a story of Chinese life, told with a certain charm and a quiet pace 
that seems in keeping with the characters and background. The characters in /'‘he Tangled 
web Appear again in another story in which Lui, now called Chang, as the adopted son of 
the old potter, falls under suspicion of attempted theft and betrayal of trust. He is 
thrust out- and has an adventurous few weeks before he returns to give his foster father 
the talisman, the little red dragon and then discovers that his honesty had been proved- 
and his place once more secure. Lovely looking book with line drawings by Weda Yap. 


Cloth bound. (7/16) 
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Wheeler, Opal Dutton 
ROBERT SCHUMANN AND MASCOT ZIFF $2.75 


Opal Wheeler’s name has prestige in music-for-children circles, so this book 
will prove a double disappointment to those accustomed to count on her for sound bio- 
graphical as well as musical values. It is a dull, romanticized biography, with card- 
board characters and platitudinous pronouncements. Schumann, child prodigy, is incre- 
dible, unappealing and sentimental; he is pictured weeping bitterly because he cannot 
express his emotions adequately; his immediate family drips with loving hands and hearts 
and altruism. In later life, his relationship with his children is cemented by new songs 
for every occasion. Famous names (unfamiliar to children) appear throughout, but contri- 
bute nothing to the story, nor do they emerge as personalities. Illustrated with 60 line 
cuts by Christine Price. (8/20) 


FICTION- 12 to 15 


Watkins, Tudur Coward, McCann 
THE SPANISH GALLEON $2.00 





B.B.C. featured this story of a treasure hunt as a radio serial, and it has 
virtually a Perils of Pauline flavor in the constant tension of harrowing adventures. 
As 4@ book, it will appeal to the boys who like lots of action, a certain amount of mys- 
tery, and boys as heroes in a story where there are deep-dyed villains- and one charac- 
ter who turns out better than he seemed. The characterization is non-existent; the 
action is all. Grim, eerie illustrations by Jack Matthews. (Publ.) 


Jackson, C. Paul Crowell 
ALL-CONFERENCE $2.50 


Seems a bit out of season for a football story, but by the time publication 
date rolls around the beginning of the training season will be upon us. Good vigorous 
stuff for football fans, better on the sports side than on the social significance which 
is there (as in Tunis) but doesn't quite come off. Barry Shane, fresh out of an exclu- 
Bive eastern prep school, is playing haflback for Michigan, and learns that a swelled 
head doesn't fit a football helmet and that foreigners can be good guys. Detailed play- 
by-play reporting will hold the readers’ attention, while the conversion leaves them 
untouched. The principals are live figures on the field and lay figures elsewhere. (Aug.) 


Simmons , Margaret Irwin Crowell 
THE DISAPPEARING DOLLS $2.00 


Career value negligible- story value adequate, in a tale of a Boston girl who 
goes to Franklin, Ohio, to work on 4 small-town paper. She runs right into adventure 
in the dusty office. A nice boy friend and a chilly, slightly pathetic landlady provide 
&@ beginning, but pseudonyms and some antique dolls start Vicky on a chase that involves 
her with an unscrupulous jewel thief, a disinherited son, a sea log, and some hidden 
jewels in the heart of the sawdust doll. Use as a mystery. (Aug.) 


Holberg, Ruth Langland Doubleday 
AT THE SIGN OF THE GOLDEN ANCHOR $2.25 


* Excellent picture of a coast town-Annisquam- as the New Englanders endured 
the Embargo Acts and the way of 1812. Judy Lane, daughter of the friendly inn-keeper, 
was a lively, engaging girl of mischievous mind and good heart. Her bright adventures, 
her spirited curiosity, get her into every adventure, every corner and cupboard in 
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the town. Judy and her friends are happy and busy, and their adventures are simple enough, 
until the war comes close to home and Judy's poise and courage work to save the town and 
her brother's ship. Ruth Holdberg proved in The Wonderful Voyage her gift for the detail 
that lower teen readers enjoy, and she created a background of picturesqueness and charm. 
Varied incidents, little escapades and very human children with rivalries, small jealousies 
and big loyalties. Good going, 10 to 14. (8/7) 


Langdale, H. R. Dutton 
KIT OF DANGER COVE $2.50 


This is almost a very good book. Somehow it falls short. There's new mater- 
ial here-with the early glass-making industry of the Cape as a new angle - and good 
Massachusetts coast atmosphere soon after whaling days had become chiefly a memory. Kit, 
& youth staying with his old aunt to escape a smallpox epidemic, decides to explore the 
whys and wherefores of Danger Cove, a mysteriously threatening harbor where ships are 
rammed by an unknown force. The curious activities of Kit's explorations are now impeded, 
now advanced by the curious activities of a young artist. The characters are out of the 
ordinary - and while the plot development is erratic, there is enough here to make it 
above average as supplementary reading for school libraries. Illustrated by 26 line illus- 
trations by Christine Price. (8/20) 


Holt, Stephen Longmans , Green 
PRAIRIE COLT $2.50 


Rip-roaring tale, intended for that difficult process of weaning boys from 
the comics to better stuff. We could wish this were better, but it seems to achieve 
semblance of a plot through frenzied dashing around that has the earmarks of the comics 
and thrillers themselves. Charging stallions, whinnying mares, sneering villains, and 
the usual sort of burden on young shoulders are not quite offset by the central them, 
as the hero of the story trains two colts for the stockman's race, loses the better of 
the two and pins all on the other. Wesley Dennis’ pictures will make it seem a better 
horse story than it is. (8/20) 


Williams, Alice Longmans, Green 
ON HAMPTON STREET $2.25 


Pleasant, nostalgic and rather irrelevant picture of family life in a Welsh 
community in a coal town near Scranton, Pa., at the turn of the century. Possibly, in 
looking backwards, family good times assumed an aura of good fellowship, only slightly 
ruffled by seasonal unemployment and lack of some of the ordinary luxuries. A bit pa- 
tronizing at times- from a boy's angle; some girls will like the cookery aspects. A 
trifle too noble, with plot orientation slow paced- for today's readers. (9/17) 


FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Mallette, Gertrude E. , Doubleday 
PRICELESS MOMENT $2.00 
* Clever, original plot with fresh character and career approach. Colley Duns- 


muir, her architect father home from the war, and with her mother and brother making a 
happy family circle, finds intrusive néighbors disrupting the peace. They nevér.seem to 
understand a rebuff, Colley is engaged in developing a novel business- 4 motion picture 
service for her friends and acquaintances, recording priceless moments such as weddings, 
new babies, birthdays, and so on. Then comes a tragic accident which may involve Col-. 
ley's boy friend and the unwelcome neighbor in a manslaughter conviction and the new 
Service comes into dramatic play. A good story, well-told, with a happy ending. (8/21) 



















